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GENERAL SOCIAL SURVEY

CONFIDENTIAL

In thIs part of the survey we are Interested In your opInIons about polItIcs,
socIal Issues and other thIngs that affect our way of lIfe In AmerIca.

We would lIke you to fll lout thIs questIonnaIre on your own usIng a pencIl.
When you are fInIshed please return the questIonnaIre to our IntervIewer.

HOW TO FILL OUT THIS QUESTIONNAIRE

To answer most questIons you need only cIrcle a number. Here are two
examples:

Example A:

Do you thInk the government Is doIng a good job or a poor job?

A very good job••••••••••••••• 1

A faIrly good job•••••••••••••2

A poor job••••••••••••••••••••3

A very poor job•••••••••••••••4

(IF YOU THINK THE GOVERNMENT IS DOING A "FAIRLY GOOD JOB, CIRCLE "2",
CIRCLE ONE ANSWER ONLY).

Examp Ie B:

Do you agree or dIsagree wIth the fol lowIng statements?
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH STATEMENT>

1• Strongly agree

2. Agree

3. NeIther agree nor dIsagree

4. DIsagree

5. Strong Iy dIsagree \/

CIRCLE A NUMBER

It Is dIffIcult to raIse chIldren •••••••••••

A woman should devote almost al I
her tIme to her famIly ••••••••••••••••••••••

2

2

3

3

4

4

5

5

(YOU WOULD CIRCLE "1" IF YOU STRONGLY AGREE WITH THE FIRST STATEMENT,
AND "4" IF YOU "DISAGREE" WITH THE SECOND STATEMENT>.

* * * * * * * * * * * *
PLEASE READ EACH QUESTION CAREFULLY, REMEMBER THERE ARE NO RIGHT OR
WRONG ANSWERS--WE JUST WANT TO KNOW YOUR OWN PERSONAL OPINION.
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1. A. Suppose a newspaper got hold of confTdentTal government papers about
defense plans and wanted to publ Tsh them.

Should the newspaper be allowed to publTsh the papers? •••• 1

or

Should the government have powers to prevent publ TcatTon?.2

Can't choose••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

B. Now suppose the confTdentTal government papers were about economTc
plans.

Should the newspaper be allowed to publTsh the papers? •••• 1

or

Should the government have powers to prevent pubITcatTon?.2

Can't choose••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

2. In general, would you say that people should obey the law wTthout
exceptTon, or are there exceptTonal occasTons on whIch people should
fol low theTr conscTences even Tf Tt means breakIng the law?
(CIRCLE ONE ANSWER)

Obey the law wTthout exceptTon ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Fol low conscTence on occasTons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••2

Can't choose •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8
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3. There are many ways people or organTzatTons can protest agaTnst a
government actTon they strongly oppose.

Please show what you thTnk should be allowed and whTch should not be
allowed by ct rc t Tng a number after each quest lon ,

1. DefTnTtelyallowed

2. Probably al lowed

3. Probably not allowed

4. Def TnT te Iy not a I lowed

5. Can't choose \1

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. OrganTzTng publTc meetTngs to
protest agaTnst the government •••••••••• 2 3 4 5

B. PublTshTng pamphlets to protest
agaTnst the government •••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5

C. OrganTzTng marches and demonstratTons ••• 2 3 4 5

D. OccupyIng a government offIce and
stopp Tng a I I work for several days •••••• 2 3 4 5

E. SerTously damagTng government
but Idlngs ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5

F. OrganTzTng a natTonwTde strTke of
all workers agaTnst the government •••••• 2 3 4 5
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4. There are some people whose vIews are consIdered extreme by the
majorIty.

ConsIder people who want to overthrow the government by revolutIon.

1. DefInItely allowed

2. Probably al lowed

3. Probably not al lowed

4. DefInItely not allowed

5. Can't choose

Please cIrcle a number after each questIon
to show If you thInk such people should be
a I lowed to •••

\V
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Hold publIc meetIngs to express
theIr vIews ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5

B. Teach 15 year olds In schools ••••••••••• 2 3 4 5

C. PublIsh books expressIng theIr vIews •••• 2 3 4 5

5. Now consIder people who belIeve that whItes are racIally superIor to at'
other races.

1• DefInItely al lowed

2. Probably al lowed

3. Probably not a' towed

4. DefInItely not allowed

5. Can't choose

\1
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

CIrcle a number after each questIon to show If
you thInk such people should be al lowed to •

A. Hold publIc meetIngs to express
theIr vIews ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5

B. Teach 15 year olds In schools ••••••••••• 2 3 3 4

C. PublIsh books expressIng theIr vIews •••• 2 3 4 5
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6. Suppose the pol Ice get an anonymous tIp that a man wIth a long crImInal
record Is plannIng to break Into a warehouse.

1. DefInItely al lowed

2. Probably allowed

3. Probably not allowed

4. DefInItely not al lowed

5. Can't choose

Please cIrcle a number for each questIon
to show If you thInk pol Ice should be
al lowed wIthout a court order to •••

\V
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Keep the man under surveillance•••••••••

B. Tap hIs telephone•••••••••••••••••••••••

c. Open hIs mall •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

D. DetaIn the man overnIght
f~r questlonrng •••••••••••••••••••••••••

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

5

5

5

5

7. Now, suppose the tIp Is about a man wIthout a crImInal record.

1• DefInItely at lowed

2. Probab Iy a I lowed

3. Probably not a' lowed

4. DefInItely not allowed

5. Can't choose

Please cIrcle a number for each questIon
to show If you thInk pollee should be
allowed wIthout a court order to •••

\1

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Keep the man under surveIllance•••••••••

B. Tap hIs telephone •••••••••••••••••••••••

C• Op en h l 5 rna" •••••••••••••••••••••••••• .•

D. DetaIn the man overnIght
for questIonIng •••••••••••••••••••••••••

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

5

5

5

5
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8. AI I systems of justIce make mIstakes, but whIch do you thInk Is worse?

To convIct an Innocent person ••••••••••••••••••••• 1

or

To let a guIlty person go free •••••••••••••••••••• 2

Not sure ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

9. The federal government has a lot of dIfferent pIeces of InformatIon
about people whIch computers can brIng together very quIckly.
Is thIs •••

A very serIous threat to IndIvIdual prlvacy ••••••• 1

A faIrly serIous threat ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

Not a serIous threat ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••3

Not a threat at all to l nd Iv ldua l prlvacy ••••••••• 4

Can't choose•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

10. Do you thInk that those who earn hIgh Incomes should pay a larger
proportIon (percentage) of theIr earnIngs In taxes than those who earn
low Incomes?

Those wIth hIgh Incomes should

Pay a much larger proportlon •••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Pay a larqer proportlon ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

Pay the same proportIon as those who earn
'DOW tncomes ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Pay a smaller proportlon •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Pay a much sma I ter proportlon ••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't chose ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8



-7-

Here are some thIngs the government mIght do. Some people are In favor
of and other opposed. How do you feel?

11. Do you feel the government should reduce Income dIfferences between the
people wIth hIgh Incomes and those wIth low Incomes?

Strongly favor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l

Somewhat favor ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••2

NeIther favor nor oppose •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Somewhat oppose••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

strongty oppose••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Not sure••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••8

12. Please IndIcate whether you agree or dIsagree wIth the fol lowIng
statements.

1. Agree strongly

2. Agree

3. NeIther agree nor dIsagree

4. DIsagree

5. DIsagree strongly
\1

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. A person whose parents are rIch
has a better chance of earnIng a
lot of money than a person whose
parents are poor ••••••••••••••••••••••••

B. A person whose father Is a profes
sIonal has a much better change
of gettIng ahead In lIfe than a
person whose father Is a factory
war ker ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

C. In AmerIca what you achIeve In
lIfe depends largely on your
famIly background •••••••••••••••••••••••

2

2

2

3

3

3

4

4

4

5

5

5
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13. Would you say that opportunItIes for col lege educatIon are, In general,
better or worse, for women than for men?

Much better for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Somewhat better for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

No difference for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Somewhat worse for women •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Much worse for women •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8

14. Would you say that job opportunItIes for women are, In general, better
or worse than job opportunItIes for men wIth simIlar educatIon and
experIence?

Much better for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Somewhat better for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

No dIfference for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Somewhat worse for women •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Much worse for women •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••8

15. And how about Income and wages--compared wIth men who have similar
educatIon and jobs--are women In general paId better or worse than men.

'Much better for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Somewhat better for women •••••••••••••••••••••••••2

No difference for women ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Somewhat worse for women •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Much worse for women •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••8
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16. Here are three thfngs the government mfght do. Some people favor them
whfle other people oppose them. Please cfrcle one number for each
statement to show how you feel.

1• Strongly favor

2. Favor

3. NeIther favor nor oppose

4. Oppose

5. StronqlV ODoose \,
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. The government should fncrease
opportunItIes for women In busIness
and fndustry ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

B. The government should fncrease
opportunftles for women to go to
cot lege •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

c. Women should be gfven preferentIal
treatment when applyfng for jobs
or promotfons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

2

2

2

3

3

3

4

4

4

5

5

5

17. How do you feel about opportunItIes for young people to go to college.
Should opportunItIes be •••

1ncreased a lot ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Increased a rrttfe•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

Kept the same as now •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Reduced a Irttte•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Reduced a fot ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Canrt choos e•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8
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18. Some people thInk the government should provIde fInancIal assIstance to
col lege students. Others thInk the government should not provIde such
ald. In each of the cIrcumstances lIsted below should the government
provIde grants that would not have to be paId back, provIde loans whIch
the student would have to pay back, or should the government not provIde
any fInancIal assIstance?

1. Government should make grants

2.

3.

8.

Government should make loans

No government assIstance

Can't choose
\V

PLEASE CIRCLE A N~~BER

A. For student's whose parents have
a low Income ........................... 2 3 8

B. For student's who have outstandIng
grades In hIgh school ••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 8

C. For student's who have average grades
and mIddle Income parents ••••••••••••••• 2 3 8
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19. Here are some thTngs that mTght be taught Tn school. How Important Ts
Tt that schools teach each of these to 15 year olds?

1. EssentTal, must
be taught

2. Very Important

3. Somewhat Tmportant

4. Not very Important

5. Not needed, should
not be taught

8. Not sure

"
PLEASE CIRCLE A NLMB ER

/ A. ReadTng, wrltTng, and mathematTcs •••••••

B. Sex educatton •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

C. Respect for authorIty •••••••••••••••••••

D. HTstory, I Tterature, and
and the arts ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

E. AbT I Ity to make one's own judgments•••••

F. Job tratnJng ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

G. ScIence and technology ••••••••••••••••••

H. SocIal equal Tty for mInorItIes
and the poor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••

1. DTscTpiTne and orderliness••••••••••••••

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8
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20. SometImes It may be necessary for publIc authorItIes to Intervene wIth
parents In raIsIng theIr chIldren. For each of the fol lowIng Instances
please IndIcate whether publ Ie authorItIes should Intervene at al I,
provIde warnIngs and counselIng, or remove a 10 year old chIld from hIs
or her parents?

1. No actIon by publIc authorItIes

2. WarnIngs and counselIng by
publIc authorItIes

3. ChIld taken from parents by
publ Ie authorItIes

4. Not sure \1I

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. The chIld uses drugs and the parents
don't do anythIng about It ••••••••••••••

B. The chIld frequently skIps school
and the parents don't do anythIng
about ft •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• e.

C. The parents regularly let the chIld
stay out late at nIght wIthout knowIng
where the chIld Is ••••••••••••••••••••••

D. The parents fall to provIde the chIld
wIth proper food and clothIng •••••••••••

E. The parents regularly beat the chIld ••••

F. The parents refuse essentIal medIcal
treatment for the chIld because of
theIr relIgIous belIefs •••••••••••••••••

G. The parents refuse to send theIr
chIld to school because they wIsh
to educate the chIld at home ••••••••••••

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

8

8

8

8

8

8

8
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21. Do you thInk that ••••

1. Strongly agree

2. Agree

3. NeIther agree nor dIsagree ~--------~

4. DIsagree

5. Strongly dIsagree

A. The wearIng of seat belts In cars
should be requIred by law••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5

B. SmokIng In publIc places should
be prohIbIted by law•••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 4 5

C. All employees should be requIred
to retIre at an age set by law•••••••••• 2 3 4 5
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22. Please IndIcate whether you agree or dIsagree wIth the fol lowIng
statements.

1. Agree

2. DIsagree

3. Can't choose

A. The publIc has lIttle control over
what polItIcIans do In offIce•••••••••••

B. The average person can get nowhere
by talkIng to publIc offIcIals ••••••••••

C. The average cItIzen has consIderable
Influence on polItIcs •••••••••••••••••••

D. The average person has much to say
about runnIng local government ••••••••••

E. People lIke me have much to say
about government ••••••••••••••••••••••••

F. The average person has a great deal
of Influence on government decIsIons ••••

G. The government Is generally
responsIve to publIc opInIon ••••••••••••

H. 1 am usually Interested In local
electrons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

\/
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

2 3

2 3

2 3

2 3

2 3

2 3

2 3

2 3

I. By takIng an actIve part In polltlcat
and socIal affaIrs the people can
control world affaIrs •••••••••••••••••••

J. TakIng everythIng Into account,
the world Is gettIng better •••••••••••••

2

2

3

3



\
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23. Here are some thIngs the government mIght do for the economy. CIrcle
one number for each questIon to show whIch actIon you would favor and
whIch you would oppose.

I. Strongly favor

2. Favor

3. NeIther favor nor oppose~------------,

4. Oppose

5. Strongly oppose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Control of wages by legIslatIon •••••••••

B. Control of prIces by legIslatIon ••••••••

C. Cuts In government spendIng •••••••••••••

D. Government fInancIng of projects to
create new jobs•••••••••••••••••••••••••

E. Less government regulatIon of busIness ••

F. Support for Industry to develop new
products and technology •••••••••••••••••

G. SupportIng declInIng IndustrIes
to protect jobs •••••••••••••••••••••••••

H. ReducIng the work week to cr~ate

more jobs ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5
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24. LIsted below are varIous areas of government spendIng. Please IndIcate
whether you would 'Ike to see more or less government spendIng for each
area. Remember that If you say "much more", It mIght requIre tax
Increase to pay for It.

1• Spend much more

2. Spend more

3. Spend the same as now

4. Spend less

5. Send much less

8. Can't choose

A. The envIronment •••••••••••••••••••••••••

B. Health ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

C. The pol Ice and law enforcement••••••••••

D. EducatIon •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

E. The mIlItary and defense••••••••••••••••

F. RetIrement benefIts •••••••••••••••••••••

G. Unemployment benefIts •••••••••••••••••••

H. Culture and the arts ••••••••••••••••••••

\V
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

2 3 4 5 8

2 3 4 5 8

2 3 4 5 8

2 3 4 5 8

2 3 4 5 8

2 3 4 5 8

2 3 4 5 8

2 3 4 5 8

25. 00 you consIder the amount of federal Income tax that members of your
household have to pay Is

Much too hlgh ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Too hJgh ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••2

About rfght ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Too low ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Much too tow •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••8

Does not appfy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9
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26. Do you consIder the amount of tax that busIness and Industry have to pay
Is

Much too hIgh ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Too htgh ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••2

About rtght ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3

Too low ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Much too 10'11 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••8

27. If the government had to choose between keepIng
keepIng down unemployment to whIch do you thInk
prIorIty?

down InflatIon or
It should gIve hIghest

KeepIng down Inflatlon •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l

KeepIng down unemployment•••••••••••••••••••••••••••2

Can't choose•••••••••••••••••••••••• •.••••••••••••••• 8

28. Do you thInk that labor unIons In thIs country have too muoh power or
too lIttle power?

Far too much power•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Too much power•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

About the rIght amount of power•••••••••••••••••••••3

Too lIttle power••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••4

Far too lIttle power•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••8
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29. How about busIness and Industry, does It have too much power or too
lIttle power?

Far too much power•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l

Too much power•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

About the rIght amount of power•••••••••••••••••••••3

Too 'Ittle power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Far too lIttle power•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Can't choose••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••8

30. And what about the federal government, does It have too much power or
too tIttle power?

Far too much power•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

Too much power•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2

About the rIght amount of power•••••••••••••••••••••3

Too lIttle power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4

Far too lIttle power •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5

Not sure••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••8

31. What do you thInk the government's role In each of these IndustrIes
should be.

1. Own the Industry

2. Regulate Its prIces and
profIts but not own It

3. NeIther own It nor regulate
Its prIces and profIts

4. Can't choose
\V

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A.

B.

C.

ElectrIc power••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Local mass transportatIon •••••••••••••••

The steel Industry ••••••••••••••••••••••

2

2

2

3

3

3

8

8

8

D. BankIng and Insurance ••••••••••••••••••• 2 3 8

E. The automobIle Industry ••••••••••••••••• 2 3 8
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32. On the whole, do you thInk It should or should not be the government's
responsIbIlIty to •••

1• DefInItely should be

2. Probably should be

3. Probab Iy shou Id not be

4. DefInItely should not be

5. Can't choose

A. ProvIde a job for everyone who
wants one •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

B. Keep prIces under control •••••••••••••••

C. ProvIde health care for the sIck ••••••••

D. ProvIde a decent standard of lIvIng
for the old •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

E. ProvIde a decent standard of 'Ivlng
for the unemployed ••••••••••••••••••••••

\V
PLEASE Cl RCLE A NUMBER

2 3 4 8

2 3 4 8

2 3 4 8

2 3 4 8

2 3 4 8




